
Overview of 
Dual Credit  
in Indiana

Indiana is home to a multitude of 
dual credit enrollment opportunities 
for students. Dual credit courses 
provide opportunities for qualified 
students to earn college credit 
from a regionally accredited 
institution while attending high 
school. While many students will 
have an opportunity to earn some 
form of dual credit during their high 
school career, intentionally pursuing 
credit opportunities that meet the 
requirements for the Indiana College 
Core can allow students to enter 
college with their core general 
education credits completed. 

To the right, you’ll find an overview 
of the various forms of dual credit, 
as well as other credit-earning 
opportunities available to Indiana 
students that may help to fulfill the 
Indiana College Core requirements.

Dual Credit

Dual credit courses are a partnership between 

an Indiana high school and a regionally 

accredited higher education institution. 

Students who successfully complete dual 

credit courses at their local high school receive 

the corresponding college credit from the 

partner institution. Colleges are required to 

generate transcripts for students who enroll in 

dual credit courses. These courses and grades 

become part of a student’s academic record 

and can potentially impact their college grade 

point average (GPA) and financial aid eligibility.

AP/IB Courses

High school students can take college-level 

Advanced Placement (AP) or International 

Baccalaureate (IB) classes to earn high school 

credit and prepare for AP and IB exams. 

Indiana high schools offer more than 30 AP 

courses, but not all schools offer all courses. 

Sufficient scores on AP or IB exams can 

earn students college credit and/or course 

equivalencies, depending on an individual 

institution’s requirements. Students should 

check the policies of the college or university 

they plan to attend to confirm how AP or 

IB credits are handled, depending on an 

individual institution’s requirements. 

Dual Enrollment

Dual enrollment applies to students taking courses concurrently at a student’s high school and a 

higher education institution either on-campus or online. Students may choose to take courses as dual 

enrollment, online or on campus without the high school and college having a formal MOU. However, 

there is no guarantee that the courses will apply for high school credit and possibly the Core. Usually, 

students must pay full tuition for these courses. In contrast, high schools have formal agreements 

with a primary postsecondary partner by which students can take courses as dual enrollment on 

campus or online. Tuition and other specifics would be incorporated into the MOU, including how the 

course would count for high school credit and apply toward the Indiana College Core.
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Early College High School and Dual Credit

Early College High School begins in ninth 

grade, enabling students to complete up to 

two years of dual credit coursework toward a 

specific college degree. Early College schools 

generally absorb most course costs while 

families may be responsible for dual credit 

costs beyond the Indiana minimum offering 

of two courses. While open to all students, 

endorsed Early College is tailored for first-

generation college students, minorities and 

socioeconomically disadvantaged students. 

The schools provide additional supports 

for student success including academic, 

social and emotional, career exploration and 

postsecondary guidance. 

In partnership with the Indiana Commission 

for Higher Education, the University of 

Indianapolis Center of Excellence in Leadership 

of Learning (CELL) works to endorse Early 

College High Schools in Indiana. To learn 

more about Early College programming and 

guidelines, visit CELL’s website.

What Does it all Mean? 

Students pursuing the Indiana College Core 

typically rely on a combination of intentional 

dual credit opportunities to earn the credits 

necessary to complete the Core. It’s vital 

for any student interested in pursuing the 

College Core to be aware of the opportunities 

to achieve college credit available to them. 

Institutions also have flexibility in determining 

what credits meet the requirements for the 

Indiana College Core. It is important that 

students understand the various types of 

dual credit, the importance of intentionally 

selecting the right dual credit courses for their 

intended major and their preferred institution’s 

guidelines on what credits will be accepted as 

part of the Core.

Visit the TransferIN website to learn more 

about dual credit in Indiana, or visit the Indiana 

Department of Education and Commission for 

Higher Education’s FAQ on dual credit.
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